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7oR BETTER ROADS AND BETTER

SCHOOLS.

A Cleveland County Teacher ‘Talks Out
in Meeting."’

gditor of The Progressive Farmer:

With an apology for negleeting-my
sarrespondence by reason of my be-
g yery busy on the farm, I sh:il]l
contribute an artiele of a rather mis-
eellanconts character.

[n the first place, attention will
be called to that unfailing topie—for

coune and old—the weather. May
was marked by unusual lack of
moisture. which was broken by a
{reshet of disastrous effects oarly in
Tune. Sinee that time this immedi-
ate loeality has been very dry until

o recently. At Shelby a fine rain

;2.}1 on last Friday, and this extended
vor a radins of some six miles. We
seople cight miles from Shelby have
had two z'--\‘i\'in_'_'.‘ shnw('rs, but the

.-r-"n‘.'i 11 not wet I-Xt'Pf‘t]il}g a d(.‘pth

{
-

ol Two E!'.l'}ll"‘?.

Farly eorn 1s ent t\ﬁ:. ;,:ard:"ns hﬂ\f’(‘

aiffered. wheat was not a half erop,
frnit is generally a short erop, and
enttion T‘T:l.l:l. }l‘l]! \'t‘l.‘\' \'l_('ll fr‘lit(‘li,

and weather condi-

considering s1ze

O,

THE TEACHERS INSTITUTE

Last week I attended the Teachers’
Institure at Shelby, which ean be
stvled o suceess as institutes go. It

lor the charge of home talent,
vk and enthusiasm were of

table order. The attend-
r< was excellent, 166
Tht’.'

atil the w

T
being enrolled, and promptness
tv were a manifest im-
Let it be
the wnrk l‘if I)P()f.

‘won in the last institute was

ud punetnal
provement on heretofore.

1!1 I -'..'l.i _']!‘-3!

responsible for this state of
affair<.  Hoeretofore, about one-third
promptly and continually,
4 amd the rest did pretty much as they

known to all who know me,
I faver institutes, normals, and all
t] “lieies to inspire and equip
hing profession, for in this
State. God knows  the  best

feachers in zeal and equipment are

(nonieh, But  a

rural

meagre four

f

starvation salaries, does
ppeal to teachers as an induce-
LIt requires a spirit of self-
=t a little lower than the
cmect the eonditions.
rmonths’ term, at the meagre

paid in  this county, does

¢ much after board is paid to

Vi ] ‘]

eeent l'Intlu-.-a: not to con-

------

He attendanee on teachers’ as-
. bormals, institutes, the pur-
U edueational journals, stand-

SUICIDE PREVENTED.

- "-';'"'“IIJ.: announcement that
tPreventive of suicide had been dis-
il l will interest man. A run
“¥stem, or despondency invari-
brecede suieide, and something
ttound that will prevent that
1" which makes suieide likely.
© hirst thonght of self-destrue-
o “-lt-:'tri(f Bitters. It being
LRttt tome and  nervine, will
=then the nerves and build up
“stem. s also a  great
tor. 1;1-'}»1?_-:' and Kidney rr_*gu-lau
iy 50 cents. Satisfaction
sHaranteed by all druggistst.
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ard works, of libraries, ete., and with-
out something more than mere text-
book knowledge, no teacher is thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works.

Unfortunately, however, if a teach-
er can “cipher” he is called a marvel
of erudition. Anybedy. or nearly
anybody at least, can master arithme-
tic so that he ecan “work” the ex-
amples. Some of the most plodding
mediocres I ever saw could work
problems, and many of them did not
have sufficient command of language
to explain the solution in an intelli-
gent style.

Don’t understand me as inveighing
against this very important study,
but it certainly has, in this section.
been “run into the ground” at the
expense of language, history, and, in
fact, everything else. Arithmetic
was taught in the institute work
to which I have just referred, but
language and history had a singular-
ly gifted and enthusiastiec defender.

CONSOLIDATION OF DISTRIOTS
NEEDED.

One thing that retards our on-
ward march on educational lines in
Cleveland County, is too many dis-
triects. Our officials are clever_men,
all right at heart, but have not learn-
ed to say “no” often enough and plain
enough.

We have 420 square miles, with 84
white and 23 colored districts, mak-
ing 107 in all. Two public school-
houses are within less than a mile
of each other, and both for the white
race. Numbers of school-houses are
in one and one-half miles of each
other, and many of them very dilapi-
dated struectures. For this, the Board
of Eduecation is partly responsible,
but not altogether. Patrons and com-
mitteemen often misrepresent facts
to the Board, and fail to ‘co-operate.
Teachers could do much on this line,
but generally are more interested in
getting schools than in improving
conditions. A mistaken idea pre-
rails, that “we get four months
school anyway,” and we’ll have it to
read “every man his own school-
house.”

I have heard unblushing misrepre-
sentations within the last two years
to get new districts; where the new
site was to be in one and a half miles
of two established districts, and in
less than two of as many more. A
diteh that a ten year old boy could
jump was described as a raging tor-
rent, and other just as extravagant
statements were made by men who
posed as deacons and stewards.

One township, No. 11, has voted a
tax. Before we have good schools we
must all do that. More money, bet-
ter houses, fewer schools and better
teachers are what must solve the
problem.

GETTING BETTER ROADS

a few stones at our execrable high-
ways. Township No. 2, of this coun-
ty, voted the tax, employs convicts
and will have good roads. No. T,

No. 8, No. 5, No. 10 and No. 11, gave

No. 6, containing, Shelby, failed to

vote it, but it lost by a scratch. Good

I can’t leave this article till I shy .

the beneficent enterprise a black eye |
to the tune of at least three to one. |

roads mean one horse and one wagon
moving over a good road what it re-
quires of from one to three horses
and a wagon over a bad road. Good
roads bring about a better school and
church interest, better mail facilities
and a more general diffusion of
knowledge.

The main objection to good roads
is the principle of taxation. Some
people are like the country jay who
killed the showman’s snake. The
showman remonstrated that the snake
cost him $1,000. “Don’t keer if he
cost $10,000,” said the rural rooster,
“TI kills ’em wharever I finds ’em.”
Some people just know they are
“agin” taxation; no matter how bene-
ficent in its provisions. _

They had rather keep and feed
three horses to draw a cord of wood
or a ton of guano over a bad road
than draw the same load over a good
road with one horse,

They had rather travel three miles
an hour over a bad road than eight
miles in the same time over a good
road..

They had rather either keep their
“chaps” at home “becaze the roads is
too durned muddy,” or else create a
new “deestriet” and shorten the
school term.

EEEP UP THE AGITATI™N.

The people of Cleveland County
are as good meaning as anybody, but
don’t know enough. Under present
conditions they mnever will know
enough. This is not meant for all
of them, for some are very public-
spirited. Others would change their
views if they understood conditions.
These things will get right, but not
till subjects are agitated and explain-
ed. While nothing but a school teach-
er, I speak for one who means to
keep yelling till something happens.
I am a Democrat and a Methodist,
but if the local talent of my church
or party are in the wrong, I'll kick
over the dash-board tiH things get
better. . .

Every time I am heard from it will
be the voice of one erying in the
wilderness for better schools, longer
terms, better school-houses and for
better roads to be built and worked
by taxation and convict labor.

CORN CRACKER.

(leveland Co., N. C.

Why is it that Ayer’s Hair
Vigor does so many remark-
able things? Because it is a
hair food. It feeds the hair,
puts new life into it. The hair

Hair Vidor

cannot keep from growing.
And gradually all the dark,
rich color of early life comes

back to gray hair.

“When I first nsed Ayer's Hair Vigor my
hair was about all gray. Butnowitisa uit;-a
rich black, and_as thick as I could wish.”
— MRS8. SUSAN KLOPFENETIEN, Tuscumbia,
Ala.

J. 0. AYER CO.,
Lowell, Mass.,

Hair

£1.00 a bottle,
All drggists.

for

Gray

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

compiled from
the publications
of the various

Agricultural Ex-
periment Stations,
and are of great
value to all prac-
| tical farmers,
We mail them freetoall
farmers who apply for them.
GErRMAN Karr Works,
93 Nassau Street, New York.

ATLANTA, GA. BRANCH:
22%¢ So. Broad St., Inman Bidg.

"REPORT ON 1000 CONFINEMENT CASES®

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
OF MEDICINE ViRCiRR

VIRGINIA
MEDICINE-DENTISTRY-PHARMACY | .

"CLINICS 1902-3"-"TEACHING METHODS"

Are not profitable if a poorly built
Mill, or the chea -i?lt." rdless of
uality. We nave G00D cheap Mills, ard the
EST and most accurate milisat r D
but five min-
teour

8 prices. It will cost you nothing
utes time and a postal card to inv
@ mills @ive full particulars of size mill wanted
and we will give you low prices. We guar-

# antee full everything we sell. Writeus
i whilo you have our address.

SALEM IRON WORKS

-

*<SALEM N.C. U.S.A.

men and indorsed by business men.

Fourteen Cashlersof Banksare on
our Board of Directors. Our diploma means
something., Enter any time, Positions

3 Draughon’s F
£ Practical... : g

5 Business...
(Incorporated, Capital Stock $300,000.00.)

BI G 8 Chain of 8 Colleges owned by business

Nashviile, Tenn. v Atlanta, Ga.

Ft. Worth.Texas, g Mont‘onel_'.y. Ala.
$t. Louls, Mo. Galveston, Texas,
Littie Rock, Ark. A  Shreveport,La.

For 150 page catalogue address either place.

If you prefer, may pay tuition out of salary af-
ter course il.comp eted. Guarantee graduates
to be com?‘giejnt or no charges for tuition.

HOME DY: Bookkeeping, Shorthand,
Penmanaship, etc. tau%ht by mail. Write for
00 page BOOKLET on Home Study. It’s free.

PALENTS

CAVEATS, TRADE MARKS,

COPYRICHTS AND DESICNS.
Send your business direct to Washington,
saves time, costs less, better service.

My office close to U, 8. Patent Ofice, FREE Eununin-
examinations mads. A

ary 'y fee not due un! tent
is ﬁnﬂ PERSONAL A ON GIVEN -19 EA.EI
A AL EXPERIENCE. Book “How to obtain Patents,"”
ete., sent free, Paten through E. G. SBiggers
receive special motice, without charge, in

INVENTIVE_AGE

terms, $1. & year.
E E smGEH 018 F ST., N. W.,
s W ,WASHINGTON. Q. ~

SOUTHERN RAILWAY SPECIAL
RATES.

$30.60—=Raleigh to Hot Springs,Ark.
and return on acecount of
Special Summer Excursion.
Tickets on sale every Wednes-
day and Saturday up to and
including September 30, 1903;
final limit sixty days from
date of sale.

For any other information, apply
to any ticket agent of the Southern
Railway, or address

T. E. GREEN, C. T. A,
Raleigh, N. C.
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